Southern Cameroonians Refugees
And Asylum Seekers
Representatives in Nigeria

Contact: +2348145725591/
+234813557
9439

Email. socamrefugees@gmail.com

Friday June 29", 2018

Country Representative
United Nations High Commission for Refugees
Abuja, Nigeria

RE: REJECTION OF PLANNED VISIT TO REFUGEE CAMPS
IN NIGERIA WITH ¢“HUMANITARIAN AID” BY THE
FRENCH CAMEROON GOVERNMENT

Dear Sir(s),

We want to first of all thank you for all the assistance which we have
received since we began trooping Nigeria in 2016, running away from
violence and brutality from the Cameroonian military.

We the undersigned, leaders and representatives of asylum seekers,
Refugees and Camps in Nigeria on behalf of our fellow people/
refugees and selves take the opportunity also want notify your office
of a PLANNED VISIT to the various refugee camps here in Nigeria
by the French Cameroon government.

The planned visit is contained in a document (some pages of copy
hereto attached), released by Cameroun government on June 2018.
The 23-page document is entitled

“GOVERNMENT EMERGENCY HUMANITARIAN
ASSISTANCE PLAN IN THE NORTH WEST AND SOUTH
WEST REGIONS 2018-2019”.


mailto:socamrefugees@gmail.com

This plan envisages a visit to refugee camps in Nigeria amongst
others and a negotiated repatriation exercise of refugees in Nigeria
against their will.

Sir,

We would like to inform your office, the government of Nigeria and
the entire international community that after a series of meetings,
consultations and visit to the various camps, we observe that our
people are not willing, and will not take any gifts nor accept to
receive any visiting team from the Cameroun government.

Our decision is on account of the following:

The war declared by President Biya of Cameroun on 30™ November
2017 on the Southern Cameroons and its people is still on very high
gear. As we write, more than sixty villages have been razed by
soldiers and the burning of other property is still ongoing.

There are currently rampant and indiscriminate arrests/ kidnap/
abduction of our compatriots, extortion, rape, targeted Kkillings,
outrage massacre of innocent civilians and it is on the increase.

We are writing to you at a time when thousands have been killed by
Cameroun soldiers, more than 200, 000 have been internally displaced
and more than 20, 000 Southern Cameroonians are being forced every
day to flee and seek refuge in Nigeria and elsewhere.

We, Southern Cameroonian refugees and asylum seekers in Nigeria,
would never trust the Yaoundé regime for the following reasons:

1.Hundreds of civilians who were lured to return from bushes were
shot and killed by the soldiers of the French Cameroun.

2. How can Yaoundé be planning to come with aid for refugees when
no need assessments have ever been made?

3. Pro-independence activists, Sisiku Julius Ayuk Tabe, other
refugees and asylum seekers were abducted months ago on Nigerian
soil. The Biya regime takes responsibility and claims they are
detained in Yaoundé have not been seen or taken to court for
whatever trial? That abduction alone has raised concerns about the
safety of refugees and asylum seekers living in Nigeria.



4. We the refugees and asylum seekers are questioning how a
government that is responsible for sending people into exile be
permitted to visit the very people she is looking after to kill?

Sir,

We wish to use your respectable office to inform the government of
Cameroun headed by Mr. Biya, that the problem of the refugee and
asylum seekers in Nigeria is not food/ humanitarian aid. Though we
may be hungry, we the refugees and asylum seekers will not accept
any visit, aid or foodstuffs considered by us to be poisonous, from the
Yaoundé regime.

We use this opportunity through your office, to call on the UN the
African Union, the Nigerian government and the international
community to continue to bring pressure to bear on the government of
Mr. Biya to visit the root causes of the current crisis and have a
negotiated agreement with the people of Southern Cameroons.

Sirs,

If the government of Mr. Biya insists to pay any such visit to the
refugee camps, we would have a strong feeling the UNHCR is in a
conspiracy with Nigeria and Cameroun to violate our rights not to
accept to be visited. We cannot predict what would be the immediate
reaction of the thousands of refugees who just want to return to their
country.

From a visit to the various camps, the refugees also advice and
demand the UNHCR to help mount pressure for Mr Biya and his
regime to do the following:

1.The Yaoundé government must first declare an end to the war it
started on the people of the Southern Cameroons

2. Unconditional Release of all Southern Cameroonians and pro-
independence activists, from prison/ detention cells in Yaoundé and
other cities/ towns.

3.  Withdrawal of all government forces/ demilitarizes the Southern
Cameroons.



4.  Proceed to accept negotiations to end the war declared on us and
our people in the presence of the UN, AU and other parties on
neutral grounds.

5.  Grant amnesty to those on exile.

Sir,

while appreciating the work of the UNHCR on Southern Cameroons
refugees and asylum seekers, we urge you to take the concerns raised

here very seriously.
We remain available for future collaboration.

Yours faithfully ,




